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The Table of Nations 

•  Genesis 10:1 These are the descendants of Noah's sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth; children were born to them 
after the flood. (Gen 10:1 NRS) 

•  Genesis 10:6-20   6 The descendants of Ham: Cush, 
Egypt, Put, and Canaan.  7 The descendants of Cush: 
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The 
descendants of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.  8 Cush 
became the father of Nimrod; he was the first on earth 
to become a mighty warrior.  9 He was a mighty hunter 
before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod a 
mighty hunter before the LORD." …20 These are the 
descendants of Ham, by their families, their languages, 
their lands, and their nations.  
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The Curse of “X” 
Genesis 9:18-27  18 The sons of Noah who went out of the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father of Canaan.  
19 These three were the sons of Noah; and from these the whole 
earth was peopled.  20 Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to 
plant a vineyard.  21 He drank some of the wine and became 
drunk, and he lay uncovered in his tent.  22 And Ham, the father 
of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two 
brothers outside.  23 Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, 
laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father; their faces were turned 
away, and they did not see their father's nakedness.  24 When 
Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had 
done to him,  25 he said, "Cursed be Canaan; lowest of slaves 
shall he be to his brothers."  26 He also said, "Blessed by the 
LORD my God be Shem; and let Canaan be his slave.  27 May 
God make space for Japheth, and let him live in the tents of 
Shem; and let Canaan be his slave." 
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Problems in 2 Loci 

•  -If we substitute “Canaan” for the X, this passage serves 
as the legitimating ideology for Israel’s systematic 
oppression, depopulation, and genocide of the 
Canaanite peoples; it offers the reasons why it is 
appropriate and more than that, God-ordained, that one 
group eliminate and oppress another group of human 
beings.   This is its author’s intention! 

•    
•  -If we substitute “Ham” for the X, in light of our 

“racialized reading of Genesis 10, this passage serves as 
the legitimating ideology for the North Atlantic slave 
trade and the murder, rape, enslavement, and 
dehumanization of tens of millions of Africans on this 
continent.   In this instance it is a curse differently 
conceived, but no less deadly in its application.  This is 
its history of interpretation! 
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Josiah Priest on Ham 

“…exceedingly prone to acts of ferocity and cruelty, 
involving murder, war, butcheries, and even 
cannibalism, including beastly lusts, and 
lasciviousness in its worst feature, going beyond 
the force of these passions, as possessed in 
common by the other races of men…the word 
signifies deceit, dishonesty, treachery, low 
mindedness, and malice.  What a group of horrors 
are here, couched in the in the word Ham, all 
agreeing in a most surprising manner with the 
color of Ham’s skin, as well as with his real 
character as a man, during his own life, as well as 
with that of his race even now.”  (Priest, Slavery, 33) 

5 



Josiah Priest on Japheth 

“fair white man…the progenitor of a race 
who were to fill the world with their 
glory…for the white man, and the white 
woman are paramount in all the 
improvements of the earth.” (Priest, 
Slavery, 36) 
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Robert Louis Dabney 

“God’s sentence here pronounced by 
Noah, was based on his foresight of the 
fact, that Ham’s posterity [i.e. blacks], like 
their father, would be peculiarly degraded 
in morals; as actually history testifies of 
them, so far as its voice extends…The 
words of Noah are not mere prophecy; 
they are a verdict, a moral sentence 
pronounced upon conduct, by competent 
authority; that verdict sanctioned by 
God.” (Dabney, Defence) 
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 Eph 6:5-9 

•   5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; 

•   6 not only while being watched, and in order to please 
them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from 
the heart. 

•   7 Render service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and 
not to men and women, 

•   8 knowing that whatever good we do, we will receive 
the same again from the Lord, whether we are slaves or 
free. 

•   9 And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening 
them, for you know that both of you have the same 
Master in heaven, and with him there is no partiality. 



Nancy Abrose to  
Howard Thurman 

“During the days of slavery…the master’s minister 
would occasionally hold services for the slaves. Old 
man McGhee was so mean that he would nto let a 
Negro minister preach to his slaves.  Always the 
white minister used as his text something from 
Paul.  At least three or four times a year he used as 
a text: ‘Slaves, be obedient to them that are your 
masters…, as unto Christ.’  Then he would go on to 
show how it was God’s will that we were slaves and 
how, if we were good and happy slaves, God would 
bless us.  I promised my Maker that if I ever learned 
to read and if freedom ever came, I would not read 
that part of the Bible.” (Thurman, Jesus and the 
Disinherited, 30-31) 



Thurman 

“It cannot be denied that too often the 
weight of the Christian movement has 
been on the side of the strong and the 
powerful and against the weak and 
oppressed—this despite the 
gospel.” (Thurman, Jesus and the 
Disinherited, 31) 



Frederick Douglass,  
The Narrative Life of Frederick Douglass 

“What I have said respecting and against religion, I mean 
strictly to apply to the slaveholding religion of this land, 
and with no possible reference to Christianity proper; for, 
between the Christianity of this land, and the Christianity 
of Christ, I recognize the widest possible difference—so 
wide, that to receive the one as good, pure, and holy, is of 
necessity to reject the other as bad, corrupt, and wicked.  
To be the friend of the one, is of necessity to be the 
enemy of the other.  I love the pure, peaceable, and 
impartial Christianity of Christ: I therefore hate the 
corrupt, slaveholding, women-whipping, cradle plundering, 
partial and hypocritical Christianity of this land.  Indeed, I 
can see no reason, but the most deceitful one, for calling 
the religion of this land Christianity.” [Italics mine] 
(Douglass, “Slaveholding Religion and the Christianity of 
Christ” in African American Religious History, 106.) 
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Frederick Douglass 
“The Church Complicit” 

“He who proclaims it a religious duty to read the Bible denies me the 
right of learning to read the name of the God who made me.  He who is 
the religious advocate of marriage robs whole millions of its sacred 
influence, and leaves them to the ravages of wholesale pollution.  The 
warm defender of the sacredness of family relations is the same that 
scatters whole families…We have the thief preaching against theft, the 
adulterer against adultery. We have men sold to build churches, women 
sold to support the gospel, and babes sold to purchase Bibles for the 
poor heathen!  all for the glory of God and the good of souls!  The slave 
auctioneer’s bell and the church-going bell chime in with each other, 
and the bitter cries of the heart-broken slave are drowned in the 
religious shouts of his pious master…The slave prison and the church 
stand near each other…The dealers in the bodies and souls of men erect 
their stand in the presence of the pulpit, and they mutually help each 
other.  The dealer gives his blood-stained gold to support the pulpit, 
and the pulpit in return, covers his infernal business with the garb of 
Christianity.  Here we have religion and robbery and allies of each other
—devils dressed in angels’ robes, and hell presenting the semblance of 
paradise.” (Douglass, “Slaveholding,” 107) 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
“The Church Complacent” 

“I felt that the white ministers priests and 
rabbis of the South would be some of our 
strongest allies.  Instead, some have been 
outright opponents, refusing to 
understand the freedom movement and 
misrepresenting its leaders; all too many 
other have been more cautious than 
courageous and have remained silent 
behind the anesthetizing security of the 
stained-glass windows.” (King, “Letter,” 
299). 
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Problems with the Church 
•  We ended slavery, but we never got rid of the ideology that 

supported this notion and we never spent the time weeding this out 
of the church.  So, when Dr. King engages in the Civil Rights 
Movement, he has to do so with a divided church that is steeped in 
racial thought. Really both the black and white churches were now 
beholden to a theology that was racialized and worked against 
freedom and equality based on intentional perversions from the 
centuries before. 

 
•  The result is a church that was more concerned with maintaining 

order, peace and quiet, than doing justice. Though becoming 
increasingly aware of the evils of racism, it was convinced that 
change would only come gradually and that it should wait and that 
active efforts to promote change “disturbed the peace” and 
therefore were more problematic than racism and racial disparities 
themselves.  

 
•  This racial ideology had undermined the church’s corporate witness 

and made it a pawn in the larger segregationist effort. 
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It Is to this Church that We 
Belong 

1.  One that has compromised Christianity 
2.  One that has been built on corrupted 

theology 
3.  One that has an unexamined racial past 
4.  One that continues largely to benefit from 

the theological compromises it made 
5.  One that is predicated on “charity” and not 

“justice” solutions to systemic crises 
6.  One that is ultimately not about systemic 

change, but about maintaining the status 
quo while providing a release to the 
pressure in the system caused by injustice 



The “Compromised Church” is 
Manifest As 

1.  Congregations built from resources 
of a supremacist society 

2.  Congregations that have force a split 
between black and white members 

3.  Congregations that choose 
“spiritualized” silence in the face of 
racism and social injustice 
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