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For whom our bell tolls; it tolls for thee... 

John Donne may have 

penned that famous passage 

in his1624 Meditation XVII, 

yet he had no way to know 

he would have a devotee in 

one Caldwell member. 
 

 You can almost set your watch to 

the pleasant ringing of Caldwellôs 

bell on Sunday mornings.  The 

timely pulling on the sturdy rope is 

the work of Fred Powers.  It is Fred 

who makes certain Caldwellôs bell 

indeed does chime for you. 

 For the past four years, Fred has 

rung our 500 to 600 lb. brass bell for 

weddings, funerals and to call the 

faithful to religious services.  The 

bell has drawn him, too, to what is 

very clearly a labor of love. 

 And Fredôs reason to grab the rope 

in our west tower and give it a good 

yank several times each Sunday 

morning: ñNo one else was doing it, 

and I like real bells.ò  He even enlists 

help now with the heavy tugging; he 

employs all-too-willing young 

church visitors to grab the rope and  

hold on with all their might.  Itôs sur-

prising how much muscle-power is 

needed to make the bell clang and 

peal.  The volunteer pulling power 

is, to Fred, another way ñto have 

children and parents get involved in 

the church.ò 

 Bells were first used in towers cen-

turies ago as a means to warn citi-

zens of an impending invasion.  

Bells could be heard at long dis-

tance.  Tower bells debuted as a call 

to worship for an Italian church 

about 500 A.D.  The tradition has 

continued loud and clear across de-

nominational lines since those an-

cient times. 

 On a typical Sunday, Fred steps 

into the corridor just west of the 

sanctuary at 10:30 to make the first 

three rings of the bell.  ñIt tells peo-

ple that church is about to start,ò 

says Fred.  The significance of three 

rings is to honor the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  Donôt worry 

about looking up bell protocol in a 

lectionary.  Says Fred, ñI just came 

up with this.ò  It seems to work. 
 

Fred Powers and eager helpers 

John and Katelyn Walakovits give 

the bell rope some solid tugs. 

Caldwellôs beautiful bell.  The in-

scription on the brass bell reads: 
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Here at Caldwell, we live 

closely with the words that 

we find in the sixth chapter 

of Deuteronomy.   
 

 As Israel prepares to cross over to 

the promised land, Moses gathers 

Godôs people to remind them of the 

contributions of their forefathers and 

foremothers. To paraphrase, Moses 

admonishes that living generation of 

Godôs people to remember always 

that it will live in houses it did not 

build, that it will drink from wells it 

did not dig and eat from fig trees it 

did not plant. The same goes for 

those of us who make up Caldwell 

church today. We worship in a sanc-

tuary we did not raise. We learn and 

are formed in classrooms we did not 

build. We go out to serve the world 

from an address we did not establish. 

 Last week, with the passing of 

long-time member Martha Cooper 

at age 94, we had the opportunity to 

give thanks for one family that did 

help raise this sanctuary, build our 

classrooms and establish this house 

of God here on the corner of Fifth 

and Park. The story of the Austin-

Pettaway-Cooper-Schout family is as 

intertwined with the story of this 

church as any of its charter families. 

 Marthaôs parents, Dr. George and 

Bonnie Austin, were the first to be 

married here, on a Wednesday night, 

only three days after the church 

opened the doors of its new building 

in 1914. (The church was chartered 

in 1912 but did not have a formal 

building to speak of until 1914. It 

was then known as Knox Presbyte-

rian Church , after John Knox, gen-

erally recognized as the founder of 

Presbyterianism in Scotland.) 

 Martha, long predeceased by her 

husband, had been unable to attend 

Caldwell in recent years. I visited 

Martha at her home in late May. She 

had not been very responsive in the 

previous days.  Her daughter, Anne 

Schout, called to say her passing 

seemed near. I asked if I could visit, 

to convey Godôs peace, if nothing 

else. 

 When I arrived, Martha lay quietly 

in her bed, her eyes shut tightly and 

her loving and faithful nurse at her 

side. I was introduced and Marthaôs  
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Three generations of one long-time Caldwell family gather at the front entry to 

the sanctuary many decades ago. From left to right, Martha Cooper, her 

daughter Anne Schout and Marthaôs mother, Mrs. Bonnie Austin Petteway.    


