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Scripture: Daniel 4: 1-18
One of the pleasures – and privileges – 
of having children under your roof 
is that you hear about their dreams.

I don’t mean the big-idea dreams 
– like wanting to be a princess … 
or become president, though we certainly 
do not discourage that kind at our house.
I mean what happens in their heads overnight.

So in the morning, right after the milk hits the cereal, 
I love to ask my kids what they dreamed about 
the night before. 
The dreams I hear about in return are sometimes fanciful … sometimes silly … sometimes indecipherable … but always creative and a little mysterious.  

Lately, the common theme has been the little puppy we have been planning to get.  
Amazing what the power of suggestion will do. 
But it’s entirely a different situation with us adults and our dreams, is it?  

Too often, our dreams are in stark contrast to the wonderment and imagination of a child.  
Too often, our dreams are just some manifestation of stress and worry, grinding away in our subconscious, even while we are sleeping.

Maybe you have some variation of that dream about showing up for an exam – but realizing at the last minute you didn’t study.  

In the Old Testament, dreams were serious business.
The dreams we read about in scripture – the dreams of the patriarchs and the rulers of the ancient nations and tribes – were not what happened to run through their heads the night before.

They were more like visions of the future.  
And they were to be taken seriously.

The Hebrew word for dream – Kaylem – was taken from the same root as a similar word which meant to bind firmly and to make plump.

In other words, your dreams were visions of what was bound to happen – a reality waiting to ripen. 
No surprise, then, that King Nebuchadnezzar was worried.

Perhaps you remember him … the great conqueror and builder who made Babylon into the greatest city of the ancient world. 
He had a lot to be proud of – and he was.
As we heard in our text, he described a dream of a great tree that provided protection and fruit for everyone and was so tall it even reached the heavens.  
Then, in his dream, came the cry “Cut down the great tree … and leave it as a stump.”  

Terrified by this vision, the great king called all the magicians and diviners he could find.  
But none could interpret the dream.

Then he called Daniel.  
And as Paul Harvey would say, we get  …
 “the rest of the story.”

You remember Daniel – who survived the Lion’s den without so much as a scratch and was known as a man of God.

What we didn’t get to in our scripture reading is how Daniel interpreted the dream, though we were given some good clues.

The tree, reported Daniel in the verses that followed our reading, was Nebuchadnezzar himself, 
who would be stripped of his authority and driven away into the wild
… until he acknowledged that God, the Most High, was sovereign over all.  

And that is exactly what happened. 
The dream was fulfilled. 
The great and arrogant king, having been warned, lost it all … until … until he raised his eyes to heaven and said these words (at which point his kingship was restored):
“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the great King of Heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just.  And those who walk in pride … he is able to humble.”

The point is NOT that God resented the king’s success.  
The point is very simple.  
It is a reminder that only God is sovereign in heaven and on earth and that anything we do – whether large or small – must be for God’s glory.

That is always the way it is with the God of Israel … making clear His sovereignty when great leaders and great nations lose their perspective.  
But it is just as important for us to take note of another part of this story.

God always, always leaves a stump … something out of which new hope can grow.

*

*

*
When we read Biblical accounts of dreams and visions – and how God intervenes to make God’s will known – it’s a natural thing to consider our own visions and how God works in our lives.

I can think of one such dream ….

With apologies to the author of Daniel, it might go something like this:
To the peoples and nations of every language who live in all the world … may you prosper greatly.

It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders the Most High God has performed.

There was once a community built by Scots-Irish Presbyterians, who named their pathways after their churches – Providence, Amity, Sharon … and so on.  In one corner of the city, not far from its center of commerce and trading, a new community took shape … and the Presbyterians there organized a new church where they could gather to praise and glorify God. 
For decades as the city grew, so did the church.  

Teachers, merchants and businesspeople built up the church, served God and studied God’s word.  
The church helped start other churches and traveled to foreign nations to minister to others … in God’s name. 

But the city continued to grow and the community around the church changed.  
Despite the great faith of the people, the church began to shrink and the membership dwindled … until one day, the church decided to close its doors.

But God had another plan and sent new believers of many walks of life to keep the doors open.  
Some in the city called it a miracle.

This is the dream.  
The people all wondered what it meant … and how they were to respond.

*
*
*
Well, by know you are on to me.  

You probably recognize the dream, a turn of events as inspiring as it is remarkable.

And while we should hold onto our sense of wonder of what God is doing here, we are also called to respond, just as all Christians are called to respond to God’s activity in the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

And we are given clear instructions – the same instructions, in fact, Christ gave to his apostles.

From the Gospel of Matthew, the Great Commission: 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

From the Gospel of John. the risen Jesus also said “Feed my sheep.”

And from the Gospel according to Mark:

“Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” 

Friends, will we -- Caldwell Memorial Presbyterian Church – respond to Christ’s commandments?

How will we interpret the dream we have experienced?

Your elected leaders, the Session, have taken the first steps to structure and organize the governance and outreach of this part of the body of Christ.

But we are all called – called not just to consume of the new thing that is happening here … but to contribute to its ongoing success and impact.

There is fellowship to be organized.  

There are – thank the Lord – children to be taught every Sunday.  

There are buildings and grounds to be maintained and repaired.

There is justice to uphold.

And there are others to be served – the homeless, the hungry, the battered, the young and old, the near and the far.  

This morning, in fact, we have an immediate opportunity.  
When we offer our tithes and offerings today, we have the chance to offer our ideas and commitments to how this church can serve others.  
We call this Mission Beyond Our Doors – what Christ meant when he said “Feed my sheep.” 

And, in case you thought I forgot, we are all called to return a portion of our financial resources to the one source of all our blessings. 
There is more than enough for us all to do.  

There are many callings … and you will continue to hear about new opportunities.  

So I encourage you to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to do – in response. 
If you are a member here, consider how you are called to contribute and find a place to serve. 
If you are a new visitor, we welcome you and encourage you to learn more about this community of believers.  And come back.  

If you are a frequent visitor who is looking for a church home and a church family, I encourage you to consider becoming a part of the new thing God is doing here.  
We have all been given this gift, just as God gave us all a gift when God came into the world as our teacher and savior, giving us access to ever lasting peace and joy in life with Christ.

Remember this.  
What we do we do in Christ … Christ in us … us in Christ … and Christ in each other.
And whatever we do, let us most of all remember the words we heard in our New Testament scripture we read a moment ago in 1 Peter:

“Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.  

Be hospitable to one another without complaining.  

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  

Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.  

To him belong the glory and the power, forever and ever.  Amen.”
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