PASTOR’S REPORT

October 30, 2007
We are still basking in the memory of our Homecoming Sunday. Members and friends had everything perfectly organized and looking perfect! (Thank you all.) More than 200 people attended and practically all must have stayed for lunch in the Price Education Building. The choir was at its best. A copy of the sermon is enclosed. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has started work finding the person it wants to nominate to the congregation for a full-time pastor. It is study​ing the Clergy Information Forms (CIFs) of several candidates and hopes to determine the list of finalists for further consideration rather quickly. We’re using an abbreviated search for a designated pastor, in which only a limited number of candidates who are pre-approved by the Presbytery will be considered, but if the committee doesn’t want any of those who are pre-approved at first, it can always ask for another batch. I myself have mixed feelings. I suggested that the time has come for a full-time pastor and still believe the time has come, but I really don’t want to leave this wonderful congregation. 
At this writing, the Session is negotiating with a possible tenant to lease the Price Building. Several other possible tenants have been inquiring, so we hope it won’t be many more months until we have rental income coming in. Our pledge campaign for next year is underway. The generous support of members and friends is needed to pay the full-time pastor, to move him/her if necessary and to replace the rent we’re not yet getting.  We’ve received some foundation money for major repairs and are applying for more.  

As soon as the luncheon tables were removed from the Price Building last week, mattresses were brought in to house a group of homeless women for a week. We’re cooperating with St. John’s Baptist Church in this project and also in the Room in the Inn program at St. John’s. Under that program we will host home​less persons, including families with children, one night a month at St. John’s through the winter, in cooperation with many other churches.  

Much more is going on at this very energetic church. This letter touches on only some of the most important activities. 
Yours in Christ,

