PASTOR’S REPORT

August 15, 2007

TWELVE MONTHS AGO AND TODAY

Just 12 months ago a letter containing this sentence was sent to the congregation: “On August 22 the Session with deep sorrow voted unanimously to request the Presbytery of Charlotte at its September meeting to appoint an administrative commission fully empowered to take all necessary steps to close the Caldwell Memorial Presbyterian Church before the end of this year, 2006.” Throughout July and August last year typical Sunday attendance was about 7 persons, including 3 visitors. 

But God had other plans for us. On Labor Day weekend our attendance began to grow rapidly and so did our membership, which quickly included those 3 visitors.  This past Sunday, an ordinary mid-August Sunday, our attendance was 92. Every month more people join our membership. We once again have Sunday School for adults and children, and plans are underway to make space for a crib nursery. We have frequent social events, with a covered dish luncheon coming up this next Sunday. We’re engaged in several different projects for the homeless and the hungry. And we’re planning a 95th anniversary homecoming celebration for Sunday, October 21. Praise God!
TWO ASSISTANTS TO THE PASTOR
The Session and I have approved two assistants to the pastor. Mr. John Cleghorn has been donating his time as Assistant to the Pastor since January. He is still working as a senior vice president of Bank of America. He graduated from the Charlotte branch of Union Theological Seminary-Presbyterian School of Christian Education this past spring, and is eligible to be ordained when he receives a call from a church. He would like to remain in Charlotte.  The Rev. Dr. Diane Mowrey, Chaplain of Queens University of Charlotte, has just been approved by the Session. Their part-time availability greatly enhances our staff.
CONGREGATION MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 9

The Session has called a congregational meeting to follow the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, September 9, for four purposes: (1) The first purpose is to elect a pastor search committee.  I am a part-time stated supply pastor and the church has grown to the point of needing a full-time regular pastor. (2) The second purpose is to amend the bylaws to have a session (governing board) of 12 instead of 9 members. The church has grown to the point of needing a larger session. (3) The third purpose is to elect an elder to fill the remaining term of Fred Powers (resigned) on the session. (4) The fourth purpose is to elect members of the church officer nomination committee for the coming year. 
THANKS FOR YOUR PRAYERS

I had a surgical procedure late last month and my wife, Jeanne, had one yesterday. Both were done without complications and we expect speedy and full recoveries. She is to go home from the hospital tomorrow. Thank you all for your prayers.

Yours in Christ, 

